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NETHERLANDS:

A Structured Approach to
Involving Multiple Stakeholders
in SDG Reporting
THE NETHERLANDS HAS INTEGRATED SDG REVIEW INTO THE POLICY CYCLE THROUGH REGULAR MEASURING, CONSULTING AND REPORTING ON PROGRESS. STRONG PARTNERSHIPS WITH
RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS HAVE MADE THIS PROCESS A TRULY COLLABORATIVE EFFORT.

A

principle of the Dutch SDG
process is to build on existing policies, institutions and
bottom-up initiatives. A broad range
of governmental and non-governmental actors are involved in the
implementation, follow-up and
review of the universal goals. The
annual process of reporting on SDG
progress provides an excellent framework for this.
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The Minister for Foreign Trade and
Development Cooperation is the
Cabinet member responsible for
coordinating overall SDG implementation both at the national level
and in terms of Dutch contributions
to achieving the SDGs in other
countries. A National SDG Coordinator chairs an inter-ministerial
SDG network of focal points, which
is composed of representatives from
line ministries and tasked to for-
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mulate and stimulate government
action. In addition, the government
works with five umbrella organisations – for the private sector,
academia, youth, local governments
and NGOs – that serve as points
of contact for assessing needs and
coordinating the related consultation
processes.
In 2016, the Minister for Foreign
Trade and Development Cooperation sent two letters to Parliament,
outlining policy initiatives and implementation approaches for every
SDG. One of the actions proposed

overview of policies and activities
by governmental and non-governmental stakeholders, illustrating the
collective nature of SDG implementation in the Netherlands. The five
umbrella organisations each contributed one chapter to the report.
The report derives data from the
Dutch National Statistical Office
(CBS). In 2016, CBS was the first
national statistical office in the
world to provide statistical measurements on SDG indicators. For
the subsequent report, which was
published in March 2018, CBS used

The national SDG report served as
one of the inputs for the VNR of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
which was submitted and presented to the UN High-level Political
Forum in 2017.

Partnerships are key
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Machiel van Stralen, SDG Team
Leader at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, highlights the importance
of partnerships to promote SDG
implementation. ‘Historically, we
have a strong tradition of forming
partnerships in the Netherlands,
which originates from fighting sea
water levels. This fits nicely with the
2030 Agenda message that no single
actor can achieve these goals alone –
which is exactly what we had to learn
the hard way in the Netherlands,’ he
explains.

was to report annually to Parliament
on progress made towards achieving
the SDGs.
The first national SDG report,
signed by eight ministers, was issued
in 2017. The report provides an

additional data sets maintained by
ministries and stakeholder organisations to boost data availability. This
way, CBS was able to increase data
coverage from 37% of SDG indicators to 51% of indicators within just
one year.

Civil society is a strong force in the
Netherlands that has only grown
stronger under the scope of the
2030 Agenda. The SDG Charter, for example, which is today a
multi-stakeholder platform with
over 150 Dutch companies,
NGOs, knowledge institutions and philanthropists,
originated in 2014 as a joint
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Tracking Progress Together
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Starting in 2019, the national SDG
review will also be integrated with
the yearly Monitor on Well-being,
which in turn was the outcome of
a 2015 parliamentary initiative to
assess well-being beyond gross domestic product (GDP), taking into
account indicators such as environment, health, education, labour,
security, trust and inequality.

The mobilising effect of
the SDG process
Van Stralen believes that the key to
attaining the SDGs is to utilise the
mobilising effect of the process as it
creates impact and visibility. For example, the government has integrated the results of the review into its
trade and official development aid
policies. ‘This really shows the mobilising role that the SDGs have played
in putting sustainable development on
the agenda. The SDGs concern issues
that people and organisations
deal with on a daily
basis, whether it is
energy pricing or a
‘If statements from
general effort to
become “greener”’. A main
different groups are streamoutcome of
the review,
lined too much, you lose
according
© Pixabay
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initiative by a Dutch
multinational company
and a social enterprise.
The SDG Gateway is
an online community of stakeholders across sectors, where partners can
create profiles and showcase their
SDG work. And a national SDG
summit in 2017 became the start of
the ‘Adopt an SDG’ campaign, in
which 25 members of parliament
each adopted one or several SDGs.

important insights.’
MACHIEL VAN STRALEN

to van Stralen, is
that stakeholders see
the connection between their own
work, the work of the government
and that of other partners.
A multi-stakeholder effort of this
dimension obviously comes with
some challenges too. For example, elaborating the VNR with so
many diverse actors meant dealing
with different priorities, capacities
and languages. ‘While NGOs tend
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to have well-established structures
and are used to writing reports, the
youth had to develop a good way
to coordinate their inputs to such a
document,’ explains van Stralen. ‘Yet,
if statements from different groups
are streamlined too much, you lose
important insights.’ This is one of the
reasons why each of the five umbrel-

la organisations was invited to write
its own chapter for the report. In
addition, the groups were not only
encouraged to describe their own
perspectives and contributions but
also to identify areas for further action and collaboration. This ensured
a critical yet constructive approach
to writing the report.

Overall, van Stralen is very optimistic: ‘We are now seeing progress
in a number of fields where we have
challenges, such as climate impact
and renewable energy. In the future,
we need to keep focusing on where
there is still a distance to achieving
the goals and then channel our
resources and capacities into those
areas.’
Against the backdrop of his
experience, van Stralen stresses
the importance of translating the
momentum of the SDG review
process into action. ‘The real value
added is that you get the stakeholders
around the table. They have to form
a vision and come up with an action
plan for themselves. The VNR report
is really a means to an end, not a
goal in itself,’ he concludes.

Meeting the challenge
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THIS MIGHT ALSO BE INTERESTING FOR YOU

SDG review as an engine for action:
Promising practices from around the world
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