NAMIBIA:

Aligning the 2030 Agenda
with the National Development Plan
THE NAMIBIAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN AN EARLY MOVER IN IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA. ITS
COMMITMENT IS REFLECTED IN THE EFFORTS THE COUNTRY HAS UNDERTAKEN TO ENSURE INTEGRATION
OF THE SDGS INTO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING. DANIEL BAGWITZ OF GIZ SHARES SOME OF HIS
OBSERVATIONS ON NAMIBIA’S VNR PROCESS FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF AN EXTERNAL ADVISOR.

N

The NDP5 focuses on four key
objectives: economic progression,
social transformation, environmental sustainability and good governance. Its theme ‘Working Together
Towards Prosperity’ highlights
partnerships as a key principle in
the pursuit of national development. Together, the theme and the
objectives reflect the five pillars of
the 2030 Agenda: people, prosperity, planet, peace and partnership.
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amibia’s homegrown Vision
2030 was adopted in 2004
and serves as the country’s
long-term development framework.
The Fifth National Development
Plan (NDP5) operationalises the
Vision for the period from 2017 to
2022 and is informed by global and
regional frameworks, including the
SDGs. Namibia therefore decided
not to develop a separate SDG strategy but to embed the SDGs in the
NDP5. ‘Managing multiple development plans in parallel is a great
challenge, and the Namibian NDP5
objectives are much in line with the
2030 Agenda,’ says Daniel Bagwitz,
Cluster Coordinator for the Sustainable Development Goals Initiative
Namibia at the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in Windhoek.

Timing and other challenges

Elaboration of the Plan was based
on extensive consultations with
stakeholders, including community members at the local, regional
and national levels, civil society
organisations, the private sector and
development partners and taking
into account Namibia’s priorities in
relation to the 2030 Agenda.

Another great challenge that the
country faces in both implementation and review of the 2030 Agenda
is the absence of high quality data
and the lack of statistical capacities.
‘A sound data basis is a precondition, and countries should look
at this early in the process,’ says
Bagwitz . ‘We noticed only after
starting to implement that a range of
data gaps still exist. This makes monitoring difficult and can undermine
implementation.’ In Bagwitz’s view,
a success factor in the Namibian
alignment process was the involvement of experts from the United
Nations Office who supported the
process with technical advice.

The National Planning Commission
(NPC) is in charge of the SDG
review process. In preparation for
the country’s 2018 VNR, NPC
worked with two main partners:
the National Statistics Agency and a
multi-stakeholder committee for the
2030 Agenda. The latter originally
consisted of government and UN
representatives, although efforts
were made to also include representatives from civil society, parliament
and the private sector.

Much work remains to be done,
however, to support and involve
stakeholders, particularly civil socie-
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Consultations for alignment

ty and the private sector. Moreover,
Bagwitz is convinced that governments need to allocate additional
resources for the implementation
of the 2030 Agenda. ‘Otherwise it
is very difficult to implement and
manage the process,’ he says. ‘The
budget needs to be well aligned with
development priorities.’

Based on his experiences in Namibia, Bagwitz recommends countries
not to rush too quickly into presenting a VNR at the High-level
Political Forum: ‘It takes time to
properly prepare the process.’ In the
case of Namibia, it was very helpful
that the P4R Secretariat conducted a workshop with national key
stakeholders to develop a roadmap
for the VNR process and facilitated
the exchange with other P4R members who already had experience
in conducting a VNR . Overall, he
thinks that Namibia’s approach is
worth emulating: ‘In Namibia, the
entire government planning system is
geared towards implementing NDP5.
By including the SDGs directly in the
national development plan, you ensure
that the whole of government and the
whole of society are supporting what
the 2030 Agenda is there to achieve.’
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One challenge in this process was
that the degree of organisation
of civil society in Namibia is still
rather low. To promote awareness
and discuss how civil society can
better contribute to implementing
the 2030 Agenda, a workshop was
held in July 2018, bringing together some 100 representatives from
different stakeholder groups.

Tracking Progress Together
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