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VIET NAM:

Developing and harmonising
indicator systems
In an effort to bring the long-term development strategy into line with the 2030
Agenda, Viet Nam elaborated the SDG National Action Plan, translating the 169
global targets into 115 national targets. To monitor and evaluate implementation,
Viet Nam issued a set of sustainable development statistical indicators. Nguyễn
Đình Khuyến, Deputy Director of the Methodology Standards and IT Department of
the General Statistics Office (GSO), explains how this set was developed and
harmonised with other indicator systems in the country.
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DEVELOPING THE SET OF
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
STATISTICAL INDICATORS

© Statistical Methodology and Information Technology Department, GSO Viet Nam

To arrive at the set of sustainable development statistical indicators, the
GSO first assessed and compared
the compatibility of national targets

with the global framework and the
similarities and differences between
them. Next, it analysed the feasibility and suitability of the global indicators in the Vietnamese context.
The evaluation also identified a
baseline and data sources for each
national SDG indicator. To leave no
one behind, Viet Nam further evaluated the indicators regarding gender
equality, people with disabilities, labour, children and the growing population. In accordance with national
legal provisions, the set of indicators
was formulated by an editorial team
that included representatives from
the GSO, line ministries and other
organisations such as the Viet Nam
Women’s Union and the Viet Nam
Union of Science and Technology
Associations. Finally, the results
were shared at several technical and
consultative workshops, where line
ministries, experts, and international and development organisations
provided comments and feedback

7 These include: the national statistical indicator system; a line ministry indicator system; and indicator systems for different sectors (sustainable development, gender, youth) and administrative
levels (provinces, districts, communes).
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NATIONAL STATISTICAL SYSTEM

V

iet Nam’s statistical law describes the set of sustainable
development statistical indicators as a system of interrelated
ministerial and sectorial indicators.
A total of 22 ministries and agencies are tasked with collecting and
synthesising data on the country’s
158 SDG indicators and making
them available to the GSO for
compilation. The GSO is part of the
Ministry of Planning and Investment and is mandated to evaluate
and approve indicators from all line
ministries, aiming to harmonise and
unify the country’s many statistical
indicator systems.7
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on the draft list and the content of
each proposed indicator.

INDICATORS ON GENDER
EQUALITY
Achieving gender equality is a key
goal for Viet Nam. SDG 5 is one
of the goals with most targets in
Viet Nam and has 16 indicators.
Gender equality is also addressed
in 54 indicators of other SDGs.
The full set of 78 gender development indicators, which Viet Nam
issued in July 2019, reflects the
National Gender Equality Strategy,
the UN Minimum Set of Gender
Indicators, and the Core Set of
Gender Indicators for Asia and
the Pacific.

So far, the data for the 158 national
SDG indicators are mostly collected
from official sources. Non-official
data are sourced, for example, from
the Survey of Public Administration
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Performance Index (PAPI), national
research on women’s health and life
experiences, and the Child Labour
Survey. “There is a huge demand for
data, and resources are scarce,” says
Khuyến. In his view, non-official
data can play a significant role in
filling data gaps for monitoring and
evaluation at national level.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS
The limited resources and capacities
of official statistics constitute major
challenges for Viet Nam in measuring progress on all SDG indicators:
So far, there are data for only about
one third of the country’s 158 SDG
indicators, and these are often not
sufficiently disaggregated. However,
collecting and using data from new
sources (e.g. big data) brings about
unresolved issues of data legitimacy
and information technology. Data
and information sharing between
the GSO and the line ministries
poses another challenge.

To address these issues, the GSO has
set up a coordination mechanism
with the ministries, aiming to avoid
overlaps that may result in excessive
operational or financial burdens.
Furthermore, it is complementing
the National Statistical Survey Programme to collect information on
indicators that so far have no data.
“We have been able to mobilise financial and technical support from international organisations to collect data
for new targets and develop methods
of calculation,” explains Khuyến. Research is also being undertaken on
the use of administrative data, e.g.
from the tax department. Moreover,
the GSO is testing the waters of big
data. According to Khuyến, it has
great potential to support the statistical process from beginning to end.

NATIONAL STATISTICAL SYSTEM
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR OTHER
COUNTRIES
To tackle the complex task of differentiated SDG monitoring, “each
country needs to evaluate its particular
conditions and compare them with
the global criteria for SDG indica-

tors,” Khuyến recommends. He also
thinks that it is crucial to identify
priority goals and targets for specific
periods, to allocate the required
resources and to develop an effective
implementation plan. Finally, he
strongly recommends a) establishing
mechanisms for coordination and

data sharing among stakeholders
and b) mobilising resources for data
collection and monitoring from a
variety of sources: the state budget,
the private sector and international
organisations.
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NATIONAL STATISTICAL SYSTEM
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